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Using a framework of uncertainty that is informed by Hannah Arendt’s philosophy this four-
semester action research project describes the creation and analysis of an assignment that allows 
teacher candidates to explore their own uncertainties in regards to the teaching profession. This 
action research project examines the assignment and its development over time toward the goal 
of encouraging teacher candidates to have a disposition that frames uncertainty or doubt as an 
essential and necessary part of teaching. Findings were mixed. While this study reaffirms the 
theoretical perspective that action research, for me as a teacher educator, is about taking 
pedagogical risks to improve the quality of educational processes (Elliott, 1991) teacher 
candidates’ dispositions toward uncertainty remain a concern. While many, in this study, saw 
uncertainty as inherent to teaching many also felt that these uncertainties could be remedied with 
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	 Topic	 Sources	 Notes	




R4	 Autism		 Family	Ts	 	
R5	 First	day/week	of	school	 CT/prof	books	 Not	alone,	risk,	
process	
R6	 Bullying/discipline	 Website/T	 Ok	to	be	unsure	
R7	 Special	needs	 T/CT	 Practicum=value	
R8	 Bullying	 CT/County	info	 Expect	the	
unexpected,	not	
alone	





R11	 Lesson	plans	 CT/Intern	 Growth	
R12	 Teaching	Language	Arts	 T	 Practicum=value	
R13	 Upper	Elem	Students	 Two	Ts	 Challenge	as	opps	
for	growth,	time	
,cycle	
R14	 Covering	the	standards	 CT/	prof	book	 process	
R15	 Organization/PCK	 CT/T	 Agency,	direct	exp	
is	best	
R16	 Discipline	 3	Journal	articles	 Practicum=value	




R20	 Differentiation	 Two	Ts	 Narrow	to	topic,	
unable	to	gen.	
R21	 Standards/Curriculum	 Two	Ts	 	









R24	 Discipline	 CT/Principal	 Ack	uncert	but	not	
explicitly	
R17	 Bullying,	Discipline,	
Teaching,	Planning	
CT	 d/n	address	
prompt,	agency	
R23	 Discipline,	(need	to	
narrow(“slipping	up”	
CT/website	 	
	
	
